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Newsletter December 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

As we prepare for Christmas this year we are restricted due to Covid-19.  We are disappointed that we 

couldn’t have our annual Nativity Drama or our classroom plays etc, but we must follow the guidelines in 

an effort to stay safe. Despite all this, there is an atmosphere of celebration and festival in our school.  The 

school windows and classrooms are beautifully decorated and there is amazing creativity and imagination 

evident in the Creative Arts Strand of the Curriculum in every classroom. Keep an eye on the school website 

for some photographs.  

 

Santa Claus 

Santa Claus cannot visit the Nuala Building this year, but you never know he might drive by and give us a 
wave. We have to keep Santa Claus safe too!!!  

 

Christmas Activities that are going ahead 

On-line Book Club 

The on-line book club which replaced our annual Book Fair was also very satisfactory.  €1645 worth of 
books were ordered and the school rewards entitle us to €329.09 worth of books. 

 

Name the Bear 

Thank you to the Parents’ Association who have organized this.  The children have already received the 
details and it has also been emailed to each family if you need to print off a second sheet. Can we have 
names’ slip back by Wednesday 16th December.  The draw will take place on Friday 18th December. There 
is a photograph of the Bear/Sloth on the school website under latest news which might be a help when 
choosing a name. 

 

Christmas Cards 

There was a great response to this.  The e-payments seemed to have worked very well.  The packs of cards 
have now all been distributed to the children.  

Pupils in Ms Prendergast’s class have made Christmas Cards for the patients in Donegal Hospital. Normally 
pupils go over to sing Christmas Carols but unfortunately this is not possible this year. Ms Prendergast and 
children from one pod in her class will deliver the cards to the hospital on Monday 14th December. We 
would like the hospital community to know that we haven’t forgotten about them this Christmas. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

The children are allowed to wear their Christmas Jumpers/hats or any festive clothes on Friday 18th 
December, Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd, so Thursday 17th is the last day for the school uniform for 2020. 
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We would like to make a Christmas donation to the Bluestack Foundation which supports families in our 
school.  So on Friday 18th we are asking the children to bring in €2 or a small donation to support this 
collection. 

 

Junior Infant Christmas Play  

The Junior Infants are doing their Christmas Play in the PE room while maintaining pod structure and social 

distancing as much as is possible. Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents to attend this year. ‘This 

performance’ will be uploaded onto Seesaw and emailed to the parents of Junior Infants pupils for family 

viewing. As we are following Department Guidelines in relation to ‘Arrangements for End of Year Term 

2020’ we are very restricted as to what we can do. 

 

5th and 6th Class 

Ms Prendergast and Mrs O’ Donnell are organizing a Talent Show. Pupils will perform at home and email 

their “act” via Seesaw to their class teacher.  Teacher will then share the performances with these two 

classes only. 

 

Other School News  

Science Week:   

We celebrated Science Week last week. All classes engaged in class appropriate science experiments.  

Photographs will be on the website later. 

 

Relationship and Sexual Education Programme (RSE)  

This strand of the SPHE Curriculum will be completed in every class before Christmas.  

 

On line Virtual Tours 

Ms McGroary and Ms Dillon’s class went on Virtual Tours facilitated by Heritage in Schools. 

They visited an Irish Oak Woodland where they heard stories based on Irish plant lore – the closest thing to 

being in the woods without actually being in the woods.  

They also went on a Time Travel Adventure where they visited Irelands most Iconic Mysterious 

Monuments.  

 

Parent Teacher Communication /Meetings 

This is on-going. Class/Special Education Teachers will contact you via phone if they need to speak with 

parents and likewise parents can contact teachers via school phone/email to make arrangements for 

‘phone meetings’. 
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Competitions 

Congratulations to the numerous prizewinners in all categories in the Local Credit Union Art Competition, 
Allingham Arts Competition and also to Ms Dillon’s 3rd/4th class who came 3rd in Europe in a recent 
Mathletics challenge – Well Done All. 

 

Enrolments for September 2021 

Our New Admission Policy is available on the school website. Procedures are different to other years due 
to recent legislation. All information is available in the Admission Policy. An Admission Notice will be 
published on the website in January detailing procedures which must be followed regarding enrolments for 
September 2021.  It is highly unlikely we will be able to have our usual open afternoon for prospective 
parents/pupils next year. 

 

Enrolments AVS – 6th class pupils. 

The AVS will liaise directly with parents via email regarding schedule for enrolments for September 2021. 

 

Remote Teaching and Learning 

Our Remote Teaching and Learning Plan was ratified by the Board of Management and is now available on 

the school website www.saran.ie. 

Seesaw is the App we are using for our online teaching and learning.  It will be used mainly to support 

pupils who are absent due to Covid-19, either restricting their movements or self-isolating, and also for 

siblings of these pupils. 

At the moment some teachers are using the App intermittently for part of homework assignments.  

For all other general absences, we will be following our School’s Homework Policy. 

 

Pedestrian Crossing 

Since last correspondence dated 16th November re: Pedestrian Crossing. 

 The road surfaces adjacent to the lights have been resurfaced. 

 The road markings have been highlighted/redone and the zig-zag area extended. Parents are asked 

not to park on these lines. 

 Red Tactile paving has been laid at the crossing areas. 

 The sequencing of the lights has been adjusted. 

The Board of Management has applied to Donegal County Council for the restoration of Lollipop Wardens 
at both crossings and are awaiting a reply. 

Representatives from the BOM, Parents’ Assoc, Donegal County Council and An Garda Síochana will meet 
again early next term to review the progress. 
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Covid-19 Updates 

To date we have no cases of Covid-19 which were contacted/transmitted in our school.  This is due to the 
on-going caution being exercised by all our staff, pupils, and you the parents.  We also would like to thank 
Conal and Rosemary our cleaning staff who are doing a great job and are implementing Covid precautions 
throughout the school. 

The HSE website is regularly updated with latest public health guidelines and if you plan to travel over the 
holiday period please check for the requirements around restricting movement on return. 

 

Ventilation in Classroom etc. 

As classrooms need to be ventilated during the school day it is important that pupils wear warm clothes, 
maybe an extra layer.  Also pupils will need to have a coat and hat every day as they will be going to the 
yard/Astro turf as much as possible. 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Confirmation 

Confirmation will be on Saturday 6th March in St. Agatha’s Church, Clar (all going well). The ceremony will 
be similar to last year in that we won’t be joining with another school. 

 

First Holy Communion 

First Holy Communion will be on the 1st May 2021 in St. Patrick’s Church, Donegal Town. 

 

Christmas Holidays 

School will close on Tuesday 22nd December at 12 noon and will re-open on Wednesday 6th January 2021.  
We would like to thank you all for your support and co-operation since September.  We wish you a happy 
and safe Christmas and we look to 2021 with optimism and hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas to all. 
Mary Culleton & Staff 

 


