
NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

At this stage we have all settled back to school and have adapted to the new 

routines and regulations for this school year. 

The children are now familiar and understand the new terminology – “pods”, 

class bubbles, social distancing etc. and all are very compliant with the regular 

handwashing and sanitizing which is now part of school life 

 

Parent/Teacher Meetings. 

The Department of Education has of yet not issued any direct guidelines for 

Parent/Teacher meetings. We can assume that they will not be taking place in 

the same manner as in previous years. 

However, if a parent really needs to speak to the teacher please contact the 

school via the school secretary and we can arrange a meeting taking the  

necessary precautions. Likewise if a teacher needs to speak to a parent they 

will contact the parent and make the necessary arrangements 

 

Pupils’ Absences. 

Please inform the school if your child is going to be absent/or has been absent, 

by means of a note/school journal/phone call to secretary, stating reason for 

absence. This is recorded. You will receive a letter when your child has missed 

15 days and another letter when 20 days’ absences has been accumulated.  At 

this stage the school authority is obliged to inform Tusla. Absences that are 

Covid 19 related (having been directed or certified by the Doctor or HSE) will 

be documented as such. 

 

Supporting children who are absent due to Covid19 

In the event of your child being absent from school, having been directed by 

HSE/DR  to do so due to Covid 19, the school has arrangements in place to 

support the child in their schooling. 



However, if you choose to keep your child at home, due to Covid-19 the school 

is not obliged to support home-schooling, or remote  learning. Please refer to 

our Homework Policy on our school website www.saran.ie for further clarity. 

Seesaw App. Thank you all for returning the Seesaw App  permission slips. Our 

Seesaw online platform/App is now up and running.  All pupils have been 

assigned a QR code for their personal folder/account. The pupils are being 

trained on the use of this app and are doing very well as it is very user friendly. 

Should there be another lockdown/school closure this will be our means of 

Remote Support for pupils. 

 

School Activities. 

Due to circumstances, we will not be engaging in any of our usual  out of 

school activities for the foreseeable future. 

Dress up for Halloween will go ahead (see email forwarded on Wednesday 14th 

Oct). 

We will engage in Allingham Art Competition and Local Credit Union Art 

Competition. 

Pupils engaged with the Wainfest Art Festival events (virtually). 

Maths Week and Friendship week was celebrated. 

E-payments -   See letter attached. 

 

Christmas Cards 

This year we are going to be very limited regarding Christmas activities/events 

in our school so we would like to re-engage with “Christmas Cards for Schools”.  

This offers pupils the opportunity to create personalized cards for family and 

friends.  It is also a fun way for pupils to raise funds for our school. 

Details will be forwarded after Halloween. 

 

6th class pupils transitioning to AVS in September 2021 

http://www.saran.ie/


This year the Enrolment Process is different to previous years due to the new 

Department of Education Guidelines issued on Admission of Students to 

Schools. All sixth class pupils have been given an Enrolment Package outlying 

all the necessary information for parents and pupils. 

 

Pedestrian Crossings 

The Parents Association, Board of Management, Garda Sergeant and Donegal 

County Council personnel are working together in an effort to make the 

crossing safer for all users. 

Parents/Guardians have been asked not to park on the zig-zag lines at both 

campuses during drop off/collection times. 

 

Policies reviewed 

 Child Safeguarding. 

 Anti-bullying Policy Procedures. 

 

 

General Reminders 

It is very important that we have up to date, home address, phone numbers 

and email addresses for all pupils, otherwise you may miss out on important 

school notices. 

 

Please ensure your child has a coat and hat each day as it is important that the 

pupils get out to the yard except in adverse weather conditions. 

 

As class rooms need to be ventilated during class time, pupils need to wear 

warm clothes as in jumpers/cardigans. 

 

 

 



School’s Guidelines for Dealing with Covid-19 Cases in a school setting. 

Public Health Intervention 
The Public Health Department of the HSE is the agency responsible by law for 
dealing with positive cases of COVID-19: 
 

 Once notified by the HSE testing regime, Public Health Doctors assume 
total control of the situation and will carry out a risk assessment.  Based 
on questioning the person with the positive result, they will ascertain if 
they were within the school setting when they contracted the virus.  If 
not, there may be no need to contact the school 

 If the person was within the school setting when they contracted the 
virus, Public Health will contact the principal to carry out a Public Health 
Risk Assessment.  This is a set of questions to see who might have been 
exposed to the virus and who needs to be excluded or tested.  This risk 
assessment will be unique to each school 

 The principal and BoM have no function in the risk assessment, other 
than to provide whatever information is required by the Public Health 
Medical Officer conducting the risk assessment 

 The principal and BoM may be asked to assist the Medical Office by 
sending a message from them to the relevant families identified in the 
risk assessment.  Public Health will not contact other members of the 
school community  

 The principal and BoM are not permitted to inform members of the 
school community of the identity of the person or persons who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 for the following reasons:  
 

o Doctor – Patient confidentiality   
o GDPR legislation prevents the publication of personal data 

without consent 
 

Mid-Term Break 

The school will close at normal times 1.50pm for Junior classes and 2.50pm for 

all other classes on Friday 23rd October.  School re-opens on Monday 

November 2nd. 

The staff and Board of Management would like to thank you all for your 

support in implementing the necessary restrictions, changes and routines to 

our school life since September.  Please keep up the good work and have a safe 

and well deserved break. 



Scoil Aodh Rua agus Nuala 

Donegal Town 
Co. Donegal           

Tel:                 (074)  9722661 

Fax:                 (074)  9722661 

Sp. Ed Needs:    (074) 9722678 
E.mail:              scoilnuala@eircom.net 

www.saran.ie 

 

19th October 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Our school is delighted to announce that we are rolling out the Aladdin ePayment 

system to parents/guardians of children in our school.   

Our school uses the Aladdin software service for administrative purposes and the 

ePayment system will give you access from an internet browser on your computer, 

phone or tablet to make secure payments to the school using your credit or debit 

card.  The purpose of the ePayment system is to facilitate the easier payment of school 

money collections for parent/guardians and to reduce the amount of cash and cheques 

being sent into our school in line with recent central bank directives.   

Aladdin uses state of the art security to safeguard information entered by you and the 

school and data is stored and processed in strict compliance with Irish data protection 

laws. 

Going forward, when money is due for any school activity that is relevant to your 

children, you will receive a text/email message containing your payment 

access link.  Please do not forward this text/email or share this access link as this link is 

unique for your family only. The link will bring you to a parent payment page which 

will contain all payments requested for all siblings in a family.  There is only one link 

per family ensuring you have the option to pay all amounts due for all your children in 

one transaction. Once you have completed your payment, you will be issued with a 

reference number. You will also receive an email receipt which will contain details of 

the transaction and reference number. Please quote this reference number in any 

queries you may have as regards this payment with the school. 

Should it be the case that you do not wish your email address or phone number to be 

used to receive details relating to payment access links and new payment requests, 

please let us know. 

We hope that you will find the Aladdin ePayments facility useful and that it is a very 

successful system for all. The secretary or myself will welcome any feedback or 

questions you may have. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mary Culleton 

Principal   

mailto:scoilnuala@eircom.net

