
Dear Parents/ Guardians/Pupils. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you all back to school on Thursday 27th August. Presently we 

are completing our School Covid-19 Response Plan based on the DES Response Plan based on the 

safe and sustainable reopening of Primary Schools, and when it is ratified by the Board of 

Management it will be available on our school website. 

The school campuses are being reconfigured to accommodate social/ physical distancing in the 

classes where this is a prerequisite as per the guidelines. 

It will be applied in a practical way recognising that the learning environment cannot be dominated 

by a potentially counterproductive focus on this issue. Care will be taken to avoid tension and some 

flexibility in the implementation of these measures will be required at all times. 

Physical Distancing falls into two categories: 

 Increasing Separation. 

 Decreasing Interaction. 

 Increasing Separation. 

For us this has involved rearranging classes and utilising all the available space in the school to 

accommodate physical distancing e.g. 6th class will utilise the PE Room for their classroom. 

Classes will be referred to as’ class bubbles’ and will be kept separate as far as possible. 

Within the’ class bubble ‘there will be groups called ‘pods.’ These will be 1 metre apart. 

In the junior classes we will be focusing more on the bubble and to a lesser extent on the pod. 

Younger children will have difficulty understanding the concept of social distancing so movement 

within the classroom is almost inevitable. 

Decreasing Interaction. 

This will be achieved by limiting the contact and sharing of common facilities between pupils/staff   

in the different class bubbles from arrival at school in the morning until dismissal time in the 

evening. 

Classes will have designated entrances/exits in so far as is possible. 

There will be staggered break times and separate yards for each class bubble. 

Pupils are asked not to arrive at school before 9.10 am. 

This allows a 20 minutes entry time/ assembly time in the morning. 

This is to eliminate any lining up or waiting time before entry. 

Pupils are not allowed to enter the yard in the morning, they must go straight to their classroom. 



The doors will close at 9.30 am and any pupils who arrive late will have to use the buzzer to gain 

entry 

Parents/Guardians. 

If parents accompany children onto the campus morning/evening they must socially distance 2m 

apart. 

It is advisable that one parent accompany child if needs be. 

There will be staff on duty at the entrances to ensure pupils go to their classrooms. 

Parents must not congregate, but leave the school campus promptly. 

Parents are asked not to enter the school building without the prior permission of the principal. 

All adults who enter the building must wear a face covering and sign the contact log sheet. 

Parents are asked to practise hand hygiene, cough/sneeze etiquette with their children as a 

preparation for returning to school .They must also talk positively to them and reassure them that 

school will be a happy safe place. 

Also make sure they have their name on their belongings and ask them not to share or swap 

pencils/rubbers etc. The teachers will be reinforcing this message. 

Pupils displaying Covid-19 symptoms should not be at school: 

 High temperature. 

 Cough. 

 Shortness of breath or breathing difficulties. 

 Loss of smell of taste or distortion of taste. 

 Vomiting or diarrhoea. 

 

Pupils who display any of the above symptoms in school will be immediately isolated and parents 

will be called .These are the guidelines at the moment. Further clarification from the HSE will issue 

later. 

Make sure we have up to date contact details for your child    parents email address, phone number 

and current address. 

 

Pupils who holidayed or travelled to Non Green listed countries should quarantine for 14 days 

before returning to school. These regulations also apply to parents/staff or any visitors to the school. 

Pupils should wear their school uniform. It should be washed regularly. You can alternate with 

school tracksuit if needs be. 

It is not mandatory for primary school pupils to wear a face covering. 



Pupils’ lunch boxes and drink containers should be thoroughly washed each evening.  

When homework is complete copies etc. should be wiped down with sanitizer before putting them 

back into their schoolbag. It would be advisable to cover school books and copies in clear plastic. 

Schoolbags should also be wiped over daily.  

Going forward we will be using disposable paper towels for drying hands. 

We will be collecting book rental etc. when we return. 

We will also be sending out a letter seeking your permission for your child to use the remote 

learning platform Seesaw should we need it for the future. 

These are the systems in place for the moment for entry/exit to the school building 

Nuala Campus. 

Arrival. 

Doors open at 9.10am. No pupils should be on the school campus before this time. At 9.10 am pupils 

enter the building following this system. 

Junior and Senior Infants enter via Main Front Door. 

Junior Infants (Ms Mc Glynn)  

Walk up the ramp keeping to the left and proceed to the cloakroom area to hang up their coats. A 

staff member will be there to help them .They will then go to their classroom. 

Senior Infants (Mrs. Boyle) 

Walk up the steps keeping to the right and go straight to their classroom. 

First & Second Class (Ms. Mc Fadden’s Class) 

Enter via the front door (near secretary’s office) and go straight to the cloakroom area to hang up 

their coats. They then walk up the corridor to their classroom keeping to the right. 

Second Class (Ms. Mc Garvey) 

Enter via the back door (same as last year) and go straight to their classroom. 

Dismissal. 

Junior Infants.  

Exit via main front door (beside principal’s office) and walk down the ramp. 

Senior Infants 

Exit via the bottom front door (beside secretary’s office) 



 

 Aodh Rua Campus. 

All classes enter and exit via the main door as this is the only safe entrance to the building. 

3rd &4TH Class,     Mrs McGroary’s   and Mrs. Lyons’s classes. 

3rd class pupils come in through the gate on the right and walk up the steps on the right hand side of 

the railing. 

4th class pupils come in through the gate on the left and walk up the steps keeping to the left hand 

side, 

Pupils should move quickly and adhere to social distancing in so far as is possible. 

 

3rd & 4th class Ms. Dillon, 5th class Ms. Prendergast, and 6th class Mrs. O’Donnell. 

Each class enters via main gate and walk up the steps and across the front of the building.  

Their teachers ‘names will be written on the door that they enter. 

Pupils should move quickly while socially   distancing. 

 Dismissal. 

Classes will be staggered leaving the building. Pupils should not loiter. 

 I am asking parents to arrange a meeting point for these older children. 

Special Education Classes. 

All children enter via the main door of the Special Education Unit. 

As the buses arrive the children enter.  

If parents are dropping off children they must socially distance while waiting to enter. 

The same arrangements will apply at dismissal time. 

If parents are collecting children on any particular days they must make prior arrangements with the 

class teacher.  

No doubt some of these arrangements may change, but I will keep you informed as we try to return 

to some normality. We hope for your co-operation and patience as it will be challenging for us all, 

but by supporting each other school will be safe and sustainable when we reopen. 

Kind Regards, 

Mary Culleton & Staff. 


