
This week the focus is on: 

 Rounding numbers up or down to the nearest ten 

 Using rounding as an addition strategy 

 Adding a 2-digit number to a 2-digit number without regrouping 

 

Materials 

 Number strips (see page 4 below) 

 Hundred square 

 Notation boards 

 Tens and units for notation boards (used in previous weeks) 

 Busy at Maths 

 Maths copy 

 

Activities 

Activity 1 

Rounding to the nearest ten 

Numbers ending in 1, 2, 3 and 4 round down  

Numbers ending in 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 round up. 

Cut up the number strip 30 – 40 below. Explain the rules of rounding to the child. 

Place the 30 and 40 out as headings 

Ask the child to sort the numbers 31 to 39 by placing them under the number they round to. 

 

Activity 2 

Give the child a copy of the hundred square and two different colours. 

Colour the numbers that round down one colour and the numbers that round up another colour. 

What pattern do you notice? Which numbers are left uncoloured? Why? 

 

Activity 3 

Divide a page of the child’s copy in half 

Place 20 and 30 as 2 headings, one on each side of the divide. 

Call out the numbers and ask the child to write the number under the correct heading based on 

where it is rounded to…18, 22, 25, 31, 19, 21, 28, 33, 34, 23, 17, 26, 28, 16, 24, 27, 15, 29, 32 

As they work through this activity, get them to explain their reasoning. E.g. 24 ended in 4 so I round 

down to 20. 



This is a very tricky activity as the numbers range from 15 to 34. The children will benefit from lots of 

practice using other numbers as rounding is a very important skill in maths.  

 

Activity 4 

Blank Number line 

Give the child a 2-digit + 2digit addition sum E.g. 43+25 

Get the child to draw the blank number line in their copy, place a mark on the left hand side and 

label it underneath 43. Now ask the child what they have to do…jump on 25. Ask them how they 

should do this….2 large jumps of ten each then five small jumps (ones). Count on for each jump…53, 

63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68. 

It’s important for them to take large jumps for ten and smaller jumps for ones so that they can see 

the difference clearly between tens and units jumps. 

Repeat with lots of other examples (avoiding regrouping) 

 

Activity 5 

Using the notation board for addition 

Give the child a 2-digit + 2digit addition sum E.g. 36 + 51 

First encourage them to estimate by rounding. What does 36 round to? What does 50 round to? So 

our estimate is 40 + 50 = 90 

Ask them to place the tens and units on the notation board to show 36 

Underneath ask them to place the tens and units to show 51. 

You could draw a line towards the bottom of the notation board so that they could total the 

materials below this line 

Always total the unit side first, then the tens side. 

 

Repeat with lots of examples as above. They could check their answers using the blank number line 

method. 

After lots of practice using the concrete materials show the children how we record the addition 

sum vertically like this 

      T U 

     3 6 

 +  5 1 

     8 7 

 



Activity 6 

Busy at Maths 

Page 135 – identify the numbers that round up and down. Match them to the closest ten. 

Page 136 – round the numbers first to their closest ten. Add the rounded numbers. Go back and add 

the original sum. How close were the two answers?  

Page 141 – Look back revision page 

Page 142 – Addition of a 2-digit number to a 2-digit number in a vertical format 
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