
This week and for the next few weeks we will focus on addition. So far this year the children have 

mostly focused on addition up to 20. Now that they are familiar with the numbers to 100 we will 

extend the addition to totals within 100. 

 

Addition is broken up into different stages. First we will look at adding a one-digit number to a two-

digit number without regrouping (carrying the ten).  Then we will look at adding two-digit numbers 

to two-digit numbers again without regrouping and finally we will look at addition with regrouping.  

 

It is important that children build techniques in their head in order to be able to add mentally. 

Strategies like rounding, estimating and seeing number patterns all help children become better at 

addition. 

 

Many children will use their fingers to add or count on. Do NOT discourage your child from using 

their fingers. It’s their natural base ten! Encourage them to identify the larger number and hold that 

number in their heads and count on the smaller number. Some children might tap their fingers off 

the table or their nose/ chin when counting on and again allow them to do this.  

 

This week the focus is on 

 Addition of a one-digit number to a two-digit number 

 Seeing addition as combining 2 sets 

 Seeing addition as counting on (as on a number line) 

 Identifying the patterns when adding on 10/ 20/ 30 etc. 

 

Materials 

 Base ten materials from previous weeks 

 Notation boards 

 Number cards see page 4 of these notes 

 Dice 

 100 square 

 Busy at Maths 

 Maths copy 

 

Activities 

Activity 1 

Select a number card and ask the child to make that number on the notation board using the base 

ten materials. You will notice the numbers all end in 1, 2 or 3 so that even if a 6 is rolled in the next 

step there will be no regrouping. Roll the dice and add on that number. What number are you at? 

Repeat using other number cards to give the child lots of practice doing this. 



Activity 2 

Oral addition 

Pose lots of oral addition questions. Vary the questions so that the child become used to hearing 

questions about combining 2 amounts (E.g. I had 34 buttons and I got 5 more, how many buttons 

have I now?) and about counting on (E.g. What is 7 more than 81?) 

 

Activity 3 

Blank number line in copy 

Give the child an addition sum E.g. 42 + 6 = 

Get the child to draw a blank number line in their copy and place 42 at the start of the number line 

(underneath) 

Ask then what they do now (take 6 jumps) and get them to draw in the jumps (on the top of the line) 

Label the jumps (underneath the line). What number are you at? 

The children have practised this activity previously but can sometimes count the 42 as their first 

jump so need to be careful. 

Repeat with lots of other examples. 

 

Activity 4 

Adding in 10 or multiples of ten. This activity will link to last week’s work identifying patterns on the 

100 square.  

Select a number on the hundred square. Ask the child to add on 10. Where did they end up? What 

did they notice? Which part of the number changed and which part stayed the same. 

Repeat adding on 20 and 30, noticing the differences on the tens side and the lack of change on the 

units’ side. 

Get the child to count in tens starting 2, 12, 22, 32 etc. Repeat with other examples 

 

Activity 5 

Blank number line (addition of tens) 

Give the child an addition sum E.g. 18 + 30 = 

Get the child to draw a blank number line in their copy and place 18 at the start of the number line 

(underneath) 

Ask then what they do now (take 3 jumps of ten each) and get them to draw in the jumps (on the 

top of the line) Ensure the children take large jumps to represent the ten, instead of small jumps of 

one. 



Label the jumps (underneath the line). Make sure the child counts in tens when labelling the jumps 

28, 38,48. What number are you at? 

Repeat with lots of other examples. 

 

Activity 6 

Busy at Maths 

 Page 131 – add the tens and units by isolating the units and grouping them together before getting 

the combined total 

Page 132 – addition in vertical format. This is the format that children will need to become most 

familiar with as this is the easiest format when it comes to regrouping. 

Pages 133 & 134 – adding ten(s) to a 2-digit number 

 

Children need a solid understanding of addition and so it’s important to spend time on the activities. 

Let me know how your child is getting on this week. My email is amcgroarysaran@gmail.com 

 

  



11 41 52 

60 71 91 

83 12 23 

53 62 73 



 
 

 


